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Tips for Burglary Prevention 

· You should have a deadbolt lock on your front door  
· Do you know who is at your apartment door before you open it? Don’t rely on a door chain, which can be very easily forced. Install door viewer, these little telescope devices let you see who is at your door
· Keep your Windows and Doors Locked
· Never buzz anyone that you are not expecting into the building
· Do not hold the door open for a stranger when you are entering or leaving the building
· If you are out of your apartment for long periods, at work, out on the town for the evening, or on a trip - use timers for your lights, radio and television. 



The 4-minute theory – If a burglar cannot enter a premise within four minutes he or she may move to a more susceptible area.

Mail and Newspaper – If you are going away for a few days, please have a neighbor or family member pick up your newspaper or mail.  This is a common signal to burglars that the home is not occupied.  Also, please contact the Police Department and let us know you are going away and we can add your home to a vacant house checklist for daily Police checks.

Lighting – When used correctly, lighting is a very effective crime deterrent and deters the risk of criminal behavior.  New LED bulbs on the market make keeping an outside light on very cost effective and energy efficient while deterring criminals.

Door Hinges – Door hinges should be installed into the doorframe using 3-inch wood screws.  Hinges should not be on the exterior of door.

Door locks and windows – The rule of thumb in regards to a lock being near a window is that any lock that opens a door including a deadbolt should be at least 36-40 inches away from adjacent windows and glass.  This prevents someone from reaching in through a broken window and reaching the doorknob.

Alarms – New technology in alarms gives homeowners the ability to have a wireless alarm system at a minimal cost.  This not only keeps the initial cost down, minimum wires need to be run through your home.  Many companies now offer a very minimal installation fees if you agree to a service contract.  New alarms have fewer false alarms and are an excellent deterrent to prevent a burglary.

Surveillance - Surveillance systems keep getting better each year and the cost keeps dropping.  A surveillance system can be purchased for as little as $200.00 The systems are excellent quality, easy to install and now give the user the ability to access the system through your phone or another remote location.
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Package Thefts from Doorsteps - Please pay extra attention for packages being left on your doorstep.  A recent crime trend during the holiday seasons is for thieves to take packages left at the doorstep.  The thieves either follow a delivery truck such as UPS or Fed Ex and watch where the packages are being left. The thieves then come back and steal the package.

	Several tips to prevent this 
· Have the package shipped to a relative or place of work if you know you are not going to be home to receive the package
· Keep an eye out for suspicious vehicles traveling behind delivery service vehicles and stopping when they stop
· If a suspicious person rings your doorbell checking if you’re home, and you answer, if they do not have identification visibly, call the Police  

To Report a Crime in Progress Dial 911**
Report any Suspicious Activity to the
Tuckahoe Police Department at
(914) 961-4800
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