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Introduction 

The Tuckahoe Environmental and Sustainability Committee is proposing a beekeeping ordinance to be 

established within the Village of Tuckahoe (Village). This ordinance would ensure proper management of 

honeybee hives kept by residents and/or businesses within the village. 

Objectives 

1. Educate the public on the importance of honeybees and what proper beekeeping practices consist of. 

2. Promote public engagement regarding bees while also ensuring safety of residents and/or visitors of 

the Village. 

3. Manage all disease and pests, including parasitic mites, to ensure colony health and honey quality. 

4. Monitor colony behavior and assess the work of the queen. 

5. Maintain colony size using designed and maintained hives with removable frames, which shall be kept 

and maintained at all times in sound and usable condition. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL LAW  

A LOCAL LAW MODIFYING THE 

VILLAGE OF TUCKAHOE ZONING 

CODE FOR THE ALLOWANCE OF 

UPON RESTRICTIONS THE 

ABILITY TO HAVE AN APIRAY 

 

BEEKEEPING 

 

1. Definitions 

APIARY 

A hive or hive-like structure having removable frames specifically designed, constructed and 

maintained for purposes of housing a Bee Colony. 

BEE 

Any life stage of the common, domestic, non-aggressive honey bee, Apis mellifera 

species.  

BEEKEEPER 

A hobbyist who is an Owner of and responsible for one or more Bee Colonies in an Apiary or 

multiple Apiaries. 

BEEKEEPING 

Practices associated with the keeping, operation, harboring and/or maintenance of a Bee 

Colony or colonies by a Beekeeper. 

 

BEE COLONY 

An aggregate of Bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when perfect, one queen and 

at time many drones, including brood, combs, honey, and the receptacle inhabited by the bees 

within an Apiary. 

 

 

2. Beekeeping: The keeping of honey bees is permitted upon registration with the Village of 

Tuckahoe, subject to the following: 

 

(1)  

Apiaries, which shall constitute a hive or hive-like structure having removable frames 

specifically designed, constructed and maintained for purposes of housing a Bee Colony. The 

Apiary's entrance must face away from the property line closest to the beehive and must be 

situated to avoid unreasonable interference with pedestrian traffic. In instances where an 

abutting or adjacent resident provides medical documentation of a serious allergy to bee 



stings, the keeping of Honey Bees is prohibited.  An Apiary shall be located at least 20 feet 

from any property line in the rear yard of the residence, no Apiaries are permitted in the front 

yard. All Bee Colonies shall be kept in appropriately sized, designed and maintained Apiaries 

which shall be kept and maintained at all times in a sound and usable condition, hives bodies 

shall be no higher than 5 feet tall  and there shall be a barrier placed within 5 feet of the 

opening of the Apiary to  insure that the Bees’ flight path to and from the Apiary will be at a 

higher level. The prospective beekeeper shall have, or cause to have, a physical barrier such 

as a solid fence (example: wooden or PVC material) or hedgerow along an appropriate 

portion or entirety of the nearest property line of the Apiary. The orientation and location of 

the hives and applicable physical barrier shall be inspected by and be to the satisfaction of 

the Village of Tuckahoe. 

 

(2)  

Applicants must notify abutting or adjacent property owners and current residents, by 

United States Mail, both by first class and by certified return receipt, at least one month prior 

to the registration process with the Village of Tuckahoe, notifying them of their intent to 

register and maintain an Apiary or Apiaries.  A list of mailings shall be submitted as part of 

the Village registration process. 

 

(3)  

On Lots less than 5,000 square feet no Apiaries are permitted.  On Lots 5,000 square 

feet to 9,999 square feet, no more than one Apiary shall be permitted.  Lots 10,000 square 

feet or greater are permitted a maximum of two Apiaries.    

 

(4)  

Commercial signage associated with any Apiary is prohibited. 

 

(5)  

It shall be the duty of every Beekeeper: a) to be educated in and strictly adhere to best 

management practices; b) to maintain Bees, Bee Colonies and Apiaries in a location and 

condition that will prevent diseases and/or abandonment of the Apiary; c) must report 

outbreaks of bee disease and pests in accordance with Article 15 of the NYS Agriculture and 

Markets Law; d) evidence of completed educational/ training programs by the prospective 

beekeeper must be provided in connection with the applicable registration form to the 

satisfaction of the Village of Tuckahoe. 

 

 

(6)  

All Apiaries shall be registered annually on forms provided or approved by the 

Village; the purposes of such registration being: to maintain a record of the number and 

location of each Apiary, to obtain the most current contact information in connection with 

each Beekeeper and to obtain a certification from each Beekeeper acknowledging receipt of 

https://ecode360.com/33540879#33540879
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https://ecode360.com/33540881#33540881
https://ecode360.com/33540882#33540882
https://ecode360.com/33540883#33540883


a copy of this chapter and the most current rules and regulations that may be promulgated 

pursuant to this chapter. A Beekeeper shall provide to the Village of Tuckahoe, any updates 

to the information contained in the annual registration within 10 days of any change, 

including but not limited to the abandonment or potential change in location of any Apiary. 

 

(7)  

Any Beekeeper who violates any provisions of the registration/beekeeping process is 

subject to a revocation of their registration by the Village of Tuckahoe following a finding 

that the beekeeping activity unreasonably interferes with persons residing on adjacent 

property and/or constitutes a nuisance.  If a Beekeeper continues to operate an Apiary after 

their registration has been revoked or if a Beekeeper fails to register their Apiary the 

Beekeeper shall, upon conviction, be punished by a penalty as prescribed in Sec 1.7; and each 

day on which such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

https://ecode360.com/33540884#33540884


Work plan 

November 2020 Proposal submitted 

January  2022 Public Meeting 

Spring 2022 Village Board Beekeeping Ordinance passed 
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It is important to think about how your neighbors use their yard, so it is not a good idea to put a hive 

directly on a property line. Instead, place your hives ten feet or more from the property line. Make sure 

there is a fence around your hives or yard to keep any inquisitive neighbors from accidently getting too 

close to your hives or walking into the bees’ flight path. Another way to keep bees and people out of 

one another’s way is to use a flight barrier: tall bushes, the side of your garage or shed, or anything else 

that forces the bees to immediately fly up into the air and away from people. 

https://pollinator.cals.cornell.edu/master-beekeeper-program/meet-our-master-beekeepers/suburban- 

bees-how-keep-bees-residential-areas/ 
 

 

NYS HONEY BEE HEALTH INFORMATION FORM: 

https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/pi-134b.pdf 
 

Senate Bill S8274A-Relates to developing a beekeeper registry program: 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/s8274/amendment/original 
 

NYC Beekeeper Notification Form: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/ehs/ehs- 

beekeeping-guideline.pdf 
 

Selling Honey or Maple Syrup: These products are exempt from licensing if you do not add ingredients or 

repack. Production facilities must be clean and sanitary. If you make specialty flavored honey or maple 

products, you must have an Article 20-C License. Maple syrup is subject to grade identification. 

https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/2017/05/43-marketing-regulations/ 
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